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'rH!~ EDITOH

'i'heCharles \yilliams Socil~ty started with the good fortune
to have a professional editor, Xenia Howard-Johnston, now Xenia
Dennen. Like other young gifted people, she found herself with too
much to do, and gettin6 married of course made just one thing more.
So we are no~ too much surprised th3t she has rer;retfully resie;ned
the job. We are immensely grateful to her for her readiness to give
spare time to the work, for her enthusiasm for Charles Williams
studies, her many ideas and sug~estions, and her experience in
editorial work. We look forward to seeing her and her husband at
meetings.

Pending the appointment of a new editor by the Council,
t~e Newsletter will be produced as best we can. Letters and
contributions should be sent to the SecretAry, Dr. Brian Horne,
King's Colle~e Hostel, Vincent Square, Londun, S.W.l.

FAITH AND FICTION - RELIGION AND 'l'HEAR'l'OF 'rilE STORY TELLEU

A Report on the E'irst Conference of the Charles Williams Society
held at the Grail Conference Centre, ?inner, on 23-25th June, 1~78

After supper on Friday, 23rd June, the Chairman opened the
conference in the Library with a general welcome to all members and
visitors and particularly to Colonel Clarke and Mrs. Bushell from
the Dorothy L. Sayers Society and Dr. and Mrs. Buttar from U.S.A.
He then asked Dr. Brian Horne to introduce Dr. Ulrich Simon, who

gave the first lecture of the conference under the title of tllIeroes
and the Heroic". Brian Horne had said that this was a subject much
in Dr. Simon's mind at present and Dr. Simon described the figure
and attributes of the Hero in classical mythology, and the chnnges
that had taken place in the approach to the heroic, ev~n to the
conception of the anti-hero. He went on to enlarge these themes
through the figure of Samson in Old Testament History and as seen
by Milton in Samson Agonistes.

Next morning at 10 a.m., reinforced ~ a number of day
visi tors we listened to Martin Moynihan Is Notes towards 'i'heF'igure
of Arthur. He spoke of th~ interest of writer3 in Arthur from the
Cel tic le/:end of the victor of Hons Badonicus through Malory to the
Idylls of the King. He referred to Dr. Simonis lecture of the
previous evening, seeing Arthur as the returninG hero, the beloved
sovereicn havin~ his place among the nine worthies.
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His lecture produced lively questioning of the lecturer
and plenty of discussion from the members.

During Saturday afternoon an impromptu reading of
Charles Williams' play "Cranmf"'r"was arranr;ed by Thelma
Shuttleworth, assisted by Elisabeth Bell. Ten people took part
and there was some lively reading by our American visitors.

The evening lecture at 8 p.m. was given by Dr. Barbara
Reynolds under the title of Faith and Fiction in the Art of
Dorothy L. Sayers. Colonel Clarke, Chairman of the Dorothy L.
Sayers Society introduced Dr. Reynolds as a distinguished Italian
scholar, a friend of Dorothy L. Sayers, who after Dorothy's death
in 1957 completed her translation of the Paradiso of Dante's

Divine Comedy and wrote all the notes and had only recently
returned fromorganizing a Dorothy L. Sayers celebration at
Wheaton College, Illinois.

Dr. Reynolds first gave us some details of Dorothy L.
Sayers' early life and studies at Somerville Colle~e, Oxford,
where she had studied Medieval French, her early poems and how
she came to create the Lord Peter Wimsey stories in the years
1923 to 1940 and how that long development in detective fiction

came to and end, to be followed by The Zeal of Thy House, the
first of her plays embodying Christian Theology. Dr. Reynolds
also read a long letter written by Dorothy L. Sayers to John Wren
Lewis in the nature o~ a personal testament remarkable for both
its content and style. Dr. Reynolds then turned to Dorothy L.
Sayers as an interpreter of Dante and of the powerful impression
that Dante the writer made on the writer Dorothy L. Sayers and the
sense of exhilaration which she obtained from Dante's narration

and mentioned that Charles Williams's insight into Dante was to
become increasingly important to Dorothy L. Sayers as she pro­
gressed with her great task as translator and interpreter of Dante.

On Sunday morning Holy Eucharist was celebrated in the
Chapel of the Grail by Revd. Dr. Brian Horne and at 10 a.m. for
just over an hour an anthology of readings chosen by members from
the works of Charles \Hlliams and Dorothy L. S:·yers was arranged

by Anne Scott. The first part was devoted to extracts from prose
works and the second part to poetry. Dr. BarbDra Reynolds read
some early poems of Dorothy L. Sayers, which she possesscs.
"Mount Badon" and "Taliessin on the Death of Virgil" were read
from Charles Williams.

The final lecture of the conference was given by
Humphrey Carpenter, the biographer of J.H.H. Tolkien, under the
title of "'l'heInkline;s", the group that used to meet in·C. S.Lewis I s
rooms at J.1agdalenduring the ~~ar to talk and to read to each other
and discuss what each had written.

He briefly described their personalities and the setting
at Magdalen and vastly entertained us with his reconstruction of a
Thursday evening of "The Inklings" in C.S.Le\'/is's rooms. After

2.




