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SPECIAL NOTICE

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Owing to a confusion over the bookings of the Institute of Christian Studies,
the A.G.M. of the Charles Williams Society (on the 20th May, 1978, at

2.%0 p.m.) will now be held in the Undercroft of St. Mary's Church at the
corner of Bourne Street and Graham Terrace, London, S.W.1. The church
is about five minutes walk from Sloane Square: turn sharp left out of the
underground station into Holbein Place, left again into Whittaker Street,
and right into Bourne Street. The entrance to the Undercroft is just round
the corner in Graham Terrace.

PINNER CONFERENCE

"FAITH AND FICTION"

Members of the society will already have received a leaflet about the
residential conference to be held at The Grail, Pinner, Middlesex, over
the weekend 23 - 25 June, 1978, and a number of applications have been
received. But there are a few residential mplaces left and we hope that
these will be filled quickly. Day visitors to the conference will be

very welcome and I would be grateful if those intending to come could

let me have some idea of the time they will be spending at The Grail and
the meals they will require as catering arrangements have to be made quite
soon. I hope that we can make this conference as successful as our first
conference at St. Katharine's two years ago. It promises to be entertaining
and stimulating.

Friday Evening (23rd June) : Professor Ulrich Simon on "Some Aspects
of Biblical Story-Telling".

Saturday morning (24th June)

Martin Moynihan on "Notes towards
the Figure of Arthur". '
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Saturday afternoon free

Saturday evening : Barbara Reynolds on "Faith and Fiction in
the Art of Dorothy L. Sayers".

Sunday morning (25th June) : Bucharist with address by Brian Horne.

Sunday morning anthology of readings, read and chosen by

members of the conference.

Sunday afternoon : Humphrey Carpenter on "The Inklings".
There will be a bookstall, run by Nigel Sustins of the Church House Bookshop,
where as many copies of works by, and on Charles Williams, Dorothy L. Sayers,
J.R.R. Tolkien etc. will be for sale.

Notes on the Speakers

Ulrich Simon is Professor of Christian Literature and Dean of King's College,
University of London. He will be known to members through his many books:
Story and Faith, Heaven in the Christian Tradition, A Theology of Auschwitz,
The Trial of Man, and, most recently, Sitting in Judgement, a kind of
spiritual and theological autobiography.
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Martin Moynihan is already well known to most members of the society. He

is now the Administrator of the Kemnedy and the Knox Scholarships, but spent
most of his life as a diplomat representing the British Government in many
parts of the world: High Commissioner in Kuala Lumpur, Lesotho, Consul-General
in Philadelphia and Ambassador to Liberia.

Barbara Reynolds is one of this country's most distinguished Italian
scholars and received the Silver Medal for services to Italian literature

in 1964. Together with Dorothy L. Sayers she translated the Paradise of
Dante's Divine Comedy for the Penguin Classics edition. In 1969 she
translated the Vita Nuova and in 1975 Ariosto's Orlando Furioso. At present
she is spending some time at Wheaton College in the U.S.A. and is organising
a Dorothy L. Sayers celebration there.

Humphrey Carpenter will be known to members of the society as the author
of the recent excellent biography of J.R.R. Tolkien.

B. L. Horne

AMEN HOUSE AND 'CAESAR'

by Ralph Binfield

Amen House, the London home of the 0.U.P., where Charles Williams worked
for so many years, stood at the Eastern end of Warwick Square, off Ave
Maria Lane, which, with Warwick Lane, connected Newgate Street and Ludgate
Hill. ©Nearby was Paternoster Row, once the centre of the book trade. The
0.U.P. had been until the mid-twenties at Amen Cormer, and had moved to
Amen House shortly before I joined them in 1927. I was told that the old
monks proceeded around the city saying their office, and that they began
at Paternoster Row, went along Ave Maria Lane, finishing at Amen Cormer.
At least that is a pleasant guess.

Amen House, once the home of the Earls of Warwick, had been much modernised
and extended, but the centre facade was much as in the 18th Century. Perhaps
the foundations had subsided a little, for the tall front windows were slightly
out of the perpendicular, like parallelograms.

Once up the outside stairs, visitors were greeted by the dignified war-scarred
Sgt. Larner. They passed the telephonist, Winnie Cox, perpetually knitting
in the telephone box, but alert to all calls: 'Oxford Press!' and either

went into the elegantly-furnished waiting room, which led to the library,
stepped into the lift, or, if invited, mounted one of Amen House's six
staircases.

Sir Humphrey Milford had definite views about staircases, and other symbols

of hierarchy. The main elegantly-carpeted staircase was not meant for us
members of the lower orders, and we were tactful in our use of it after 'Caesar!
arrived at about ten o'clock. C.W. scorned the lifts and bounded up the stairs
two at a time, hands in trouser pockets.

If one did dare to use the main staircase, whatever one's status, woe betide
him who accidentally saw Sir Humphrey emerge from his curtained confidential
lavatory. Such carelessness earned an angry scowl. As students of Fowler
we did not sink to the word 'toilet'.

Lavatories were another status symbol at Amen House. On the first mezzanine
landing was the male 'bosses' lavatory. When I eventually attained it,
after 21 years, I felt I had ‘'arrived'. It was as good as a rise in salary.
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